ELEMENTARY EDUCATION
About the Department

Division of Education Faculty (https://spu.edu/academics/college-
humanities-education-arts/faculty-staff?d=Education)

Elementary Education Major Website (https://spu.edu/academics/
college-humanities-education-arts/undergraduate-programs/elementary-
education)

Are you considering a career as an elementary school educator? Housed
within the Division of Education, this program is designed specifically
for individuals aspiring to teach at the elementary school level (K-

8). If you are an undergraduate student at SPU and intend to obtain

a Residency Teacher Certificate with an endorsement in Elementary
Education, enrolling in this major is a mandatory step in fulfilling your
academic requirements. With this degree you will be prepared to be a
highly effective teacher in elementary and middle school classrooms.

Majors

+ Elementary Education: K-8 Certification & English Language Learner
Endorsement (BA) (https://catalog.spu.edu/undergraduate/college-
schools/hea-education/elementary-education/k-8-certification-
english-language-learner-ba/)

+ Elementary Education: K-8 Certification & Reading Endorsement
(BA) (https://catalog.spu.edu/undergraduate/college-schools/
hea-education/elementary-education/k-8-certification-reading-
endorsement-ba/)

Elementary Education: K-8 Certification & Special Education
Endorsement (BA) (https://catalog.spu.edu/undergraduate/college-
schools/hea-education/elementary-education/k-8-certification-
special-education-endorsement-ba/)

Elementary Education: K-8 Certification (BA) (https://catalog.spu.edu/
undergraduate/college-schools/hea-education/elementary-
education/k-8-certification-ba/)

+ Elementary Education: No Certification (BA) (https://catalog.spu.edu/
undergraduate/college-schools/hea-education/elementary-
education/no-certification-ba/)

Professional Certification Disclosure

SPU’s Undergraduate Teacher Certification Program meets the
educational requirements for certification in the state of Washington.
Each state has different professional licensure and certification
requirements. Eligibility for certification/licensure may involve more
than degree completion and may include professional examinations,
background checks, and fingerprinting. The requirements for
certification/licensure can change without notice.

The state professional licensing boards make the ultimate decision as
to whether or not an individual will be eligible for licensure based on
the rules and regulations in place at the time the individual submits
their application for licensure. Find information here (http://spu.edu/
academics/professional-licensure-and-certification) about certification/
licensure in the state where you intend to teach.

Certification

All teacher certification candidates are subject to Washington state
requirements for the Residency Certificate. These requirements are
updated periodically by the Office of the Superintendent of Public
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Instruction (OSPI) and will take precedent over SPU policies. The Division
of Education will make every effort to keep students apprised of state
changes. Students are also encouraged to visit the Division of Education
office in Peterson Hall (http://spu.edu/info/buildings/peterson/) for
updates on state requirements.

Upon successful completion of the Residency Certification Program and
a baccalaureate degree, the SPU Division of Education recommends
students to OSPI for their Residency Teacher Certification. Once OSPI
receives program completion verification from SPU, students must
complete the application process through the OSPI “e-Certification”
system in order to receive their certificate.

The Residency Teaching Certificate allows you to teach in Washington
state. All teachers must take action to maintain a current teaching
certificate as per OSPI regulations. Students are strongly encouraged to
monitor their certification status on the “e-Certification” system and keep
apprised of current certification requirements on the OSPI Certification
website (http://www.k12.wa.us/certification/).
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